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Steve Peterka pipes in the day on his Highland 
great pipes. 
 

Scotland Garden Dedicated 
T’was a fine bonnie day as the heavens shown down  
on us all.  Over 150 persons gathered to listen to the 
music and watch as the young ladies from Thistle and 
Heather twirled and danced.   The day honored the 
heritage of Gene and Romona Hay, sponsors of the 
Scottish Garden.  Donna Pouzar worked with 
Romona on the garden design.  “We are so 
appreciative of all the work volunteers Dave and Pat 
Potempa have done in laying the bricks and planting 
and maintaining the garden,” Romona says.  
 
The gardens also honor the memory and 
accomplishments of Susan Hay Hemminger, 
daughter of the Hays and the first female elected 
judge in LaPorte County.  Though she died in 1993, 
she  is fondly remembered and many members of the 
legal community were in attendance. 
 

Wild Turkeys in Gardens 
As many as 30 wild turkeys 
have been spotted in the 
Gardens.  Best time to see 
them – an  hour before 
sunset. Call the office at 
878-9885 for info re after 
hours access to gardens for 
members. 
 

Board Reorganizes to the 
Governance Model 
Friendship Gardens has a new way of doing 
business. The process started in April at a 
Discovery Alliance workshop attended by five board 
members. We learned about stage I boards, where 
everybody does everything and   stage II boards 
where the board focuses on fund-raising and 
operations committees focus on the day-to-day 
operation of the Gardens.  This model has been put 
in place at our October 5th board meeting.  A copy of 
the bylaws changes are enclosed in this mailing to 
members.    

 
George Neagu will be chair of the board’s governance  
committee that oversees the operations of the board  
including the recruitment of new board members.  
This is a year round process. Call George at 879-0431 if  
you have a suggestion.  We are particularly looking for  
persons with fundraising experience.  Oleif Olsaker  
and Ann Dahm will chair the board’s Finance Committee.  
Dennis Brittain will be the moderator for the Program  
Committee which is responsible for the Garden’s  
contacts with the public, including volunteers, education, 
tours and rentals.  The Property Committee, chaired by Scott 
Archambault, is responsible for grounds, buildings and 
physical space of the gardens. 
 
Board President Dick Houck has been a firm supporter  
of the transition.  “This model will help us give more 
attention to each area of the organization.  We will have 
more meetings but they can be shorter and better  
focused. “ 
 
 

Fall Fest Set for October 22nd 
Mini-hayrides through the woods, a bake sale, 
guided tours, music and crafts will highlight the 
Fall Fest at Friendship Gardens on Sunday 
afternoon, October 22nd from 12 – 4 PM.  “The 
Gardens are beautiful every time of the year,” says 
Executive Director, Marti Pizzini.  “Now the trees 
are taking on color and the flowers are still 
blooming.  So we’re having a little festival to  
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